HUDSON DIAMOND SPORTS
BYLAWS AND RULES
PREAMBLE
It is the primary purpose of this organization to provide a supervised baseball program for young boys and girls eighteen years of age and younger It will promote the growth of physical, mental, social and spiritual welfare of every participant.

ARTICLE I – ASSOCIATION
The official name is Hudson Diamond Sports. It will consist of dues paid for membership. The fiscal year will run from September 1sl through August 31.  The association will meet at least once a month for the discussion of business or programs. These meetings will be presiding over by at least three (3) officers consist of President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Reporter and Player Agent The club will operate under a set of bylaws and rules, at all times, approved by the Hudson Diamond Sports.
ARTICLE II - BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Board of Directors of this organization will be President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Reporter, Player Agent (who are elected officials) and the Division Commissioners (appointed by the President). Hereafter referred to as the Board.
ARTICLE III - ELECTED OFFICERS
Hudson Diamond Sports officers will be elected to serve a designated term Officers will be elected every two (2) years Officers will be elected by a majority vote of eligible voting members present at the regular meeting in October.  Newly elected officers should take office at the first regular meeting in November.  Persons may serve more than one term in office.  The President and Treasurer will not be of the same household.  The following officers will be elected to two (2) year terms:
President - Odd Years
Baseball Vice-President - Even Years
Softball Vice-President - Even Years
Secretary - Odd Years
Treasurer - Even Years 
Reporter - Odd Years
Player Agent - Even Years
ARTICLE IV - DUES OF OFFICERS
PRESIDENT

The president is the person ultimately responsible for seeing that all goes well with the entire league.  He/She should be aware at all times of any problems or any potential problems.  He/She should be in close contact with his/her officers and representatives.
The president will be the presiding officer at membership meetings and at executive committee meetings.  He/She will be in charge of all activities and projects undertaken by the Hudson Diamond Sports.  He/She may appoint a committee chairperson and committee to be in charge of any or all activities or projects he/she desires.  These committees should be his/her choice and a vote of approval is not needed.  Any officer may request of the President a special called meeting.
One of the following officers, in this order, will take the President's place at meetings in his/her absence:  Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Reporter.
VICE PRESIDENT

The Vice President will assist the President.  He/She will assume duties of the President in case of absence or resignation.
SECRETARY
The secretary will take minutes of all meetings which become official when approved at the next regular meeting.  All official minutes will be available for inspection by any league member at each meeting.
The secretary will be responsible for having copies of forms or notices made and will distribute them to each board member as needed.

The secretary will be responsible for the final and correct rosters, will mail the appropriate franchised rosters and any other required paperwork to the proper Dixie/ASA Officials.
The secretary will maintain copies of the season rosters, copies of proof of insurance, and any documentation required by Dixie/ASA, to be on file with the secretary.
The secretary will be responsible for generating a list of all coaches.
The secretary will be responsible for mailing the franchise renewal forms along with the fees or dues to Dixie Baseball, Inc. / ASA officials.  He/She will be responsible for submitting the season rosters, tournament rosters and any other documentation required by Dixie Baseball, Inc/ASA officials.
The secretary will be responsible for updating and distributing new copies of the bylaw should any amendments be passed.

The secretary will be responsible for writing any letters or forms concerning the Hudson Diamond Sports.  (The President will insure that all rosters & forms are mailed).

TREASURER
The treasurer will be responsible for all of the association's funds.  He/She will maintain an accurate record of all financial transactions. 
The treasurer will be responsible for maintaining a checking account for the Association at the local bank.

The treasurer will present a financial report at all regular meetings and executive meetings starting before the season begins and ending when the season has ended and at the fiscal year end.
The treasurer will be responsible for all deposits and billing to and from the Hudson Diamond Sports.  He/She will pay those bills approved by the Association and will be held accountable for all checks written from the Association's account.
REPORTER
The reporter will see that all notices concerning the Association's activities are posted in the paper, and he/she will handle all special advertising.
PLAYER AGENT
The player agent will be responsible for all game & concession stand scheduling prior to the start of the season. He/She can assist the commissioner in rescheduling of rain-out games. Player agent will also purchase, inventory, and distribute all equipment.
COMMISSIONER
There will be a commissioner over each division as appointed.

The commissioner's main responsibility is to be sure that each player is treated fairly, that rules and guidelines are followed.

The commissioners will be the administrative contact for protests and appeals It will be the commissioner's responsibility to try to resolve any complaint, protect, appeal, or a question someone may have concerning a player, coach, team, or any other item concerning the league.  Only if the commissioner has attempted and failed to resolve a matter should be he/she consult the president.  It must be emphasized that both the written and the intent of all rules and regulations governing the league will be upheld.
The commissioner will enforce the Dixie chain of command.  Actions will be handled be the commissioner, if not resolved, the commissioner will consult the President, if not resolved, the President of his designee will consult the District Director, if not resolved, the District Director will consult the State Director and so on until the matter is resolved.
The commissioner must act upon all protests according to rules set down by Dixie Baseball, Inc./ASA
ARTICLE V- VOTING
A vote, on any subject, or proposal concerning the Hudson Diamond Sports must have a motion, a second, and discussion before being taken.  A majority vote of eligible voting members present is needed for any measure to pass or fail.
Only paid members have voting privileges.

ARTICLE VII - MEMBERSHIP FEES
Membership fees may be set by the Association at any regular meeting.  Fees must be approved by a majority vote of eligible voting members present.  Fees may not be changed more than one time in any fiscal year.
ARTICLE VIII - MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION
Memberships in the Hudson Diamond Sports will run from September 1st through August 3st.  Memberships will not be sold for any forthcoming membership year more than thirty (30) days in advance of that year.  Anyone wanting to join prior to this thirty (30) days will be joining only for the remainder of the present membership year.
ARTICLE IX - PROJECTS 7 ACTIVITIES
All projects and activities undertaken by the Association must be approved by a majority vote of eligible voting members present at that meeting.  Major projects and activities should be voted on at regular meetings only.  Exception to this rule may be made if the project starting or completion dates do not permit a regular meeting, and only if a special called meeting is held for discussion of the project and a majority vote is obtained.

ARTICLE X – COMMITTEES
Committees are chosen to represent the Hudson Diamond Sports.  All committees will be appointed by the club President.  Any and all committees should act in the best interest of the Association.

ARTICLE XI - AMENDMENTS TO BYLAW 7 RULES
The Association must operate under a set of By-Laws and Rules at all times.  Amendments must be voted on at the next two (2) consecutive regular meetings.  Amendments must pass by a two-thirds vote of eligible voting members present at these meetings.

ARTICLE XII - LOCAL RULES AND REGULATIONS
All Dixie rules, local rules and regulations in existence on this date as described in any of the Dixie/ASA rule books will be adhered too.  Any changes in the local rules and regulations must be approved as prescribed in Article XI.
Violators of any rules:

Players:  Dixie/ASA has set conduct and sportsmanship rules in the rule books.  If not reprimanded by the umpire, the team coach will see that things of this nature do not happen again or they will be in violation of their duties as coach.

Coaches:  For any violations of rules set out by Dixie Baseball, lnc./ASA or the Hudson Diamond Sports certain penalties will be imposed.  Violations may include but are not limited to use of profanity, use of tobacco or alcohol before or during a game, not playing a player the required time, physical or verbal abuse, etc.  For the first occurrence, an automatic suspension from the field, premises, and coaching duties will be imposed for the remainder of the game in play.  For a subsequent violation, an indefinite suspension will be imposed upon the manager/coach of the violation.  Which will be reviewed by the Board within seven (7) days from the date of the violation to discuss and decide if the suspension will be listed as definite, indefinite, and if warranted, a forfeiture will be imposed on the team.  If present, the coach may submit any reasons for the violations to the Board at this meeting.
Spectators:  The spectators are an important part of the game as are the coaches and players.  The spectators are looked upon for support, as well as, good sportsmanship.  Certain kinds of conduct of the spectators will not be accepted by Hudson Diamond Sports.  Some examples are, but not limited to, the use of profanity, the possession and/or use of alcohol and other intoxicants, intoxication, tobacco, abuse (on or off the playing field), embarrassing gestures, etc.  Violations that can be imposed, may be immediate ejection from the playing field, suspension from the next game, permanent suspension, and in extreme cases, criminal prosecution.  The penalties may be accumulative or exclusive which will depend on the finding of the Board
Any Director may ask the Association to replace any officer of the club if he/she makes this request before the Association and can show proper cause for his/her request This must be done with a majority vote of the Board.

All funds taken in during activities must be turned in within five (5) working days to the treasurer or an elected official.

The Association will not be responsible for any debts not approved by proper authorization of the Hudson Diamond Sports.  Division purchases and other merchandise will be purchased ONLY by designated individuals.  Purchases must be approved by the President and/or Vice President.  The President and Treasurer must both sign checks written on the Hudson Diamond Sports account.
All elected officers, commissioners, managers, coaches, player representatives, or any person taking an active role or position with the Hudson Diamond Sports must be a paid member.
The Board of Directors will approve all managers and all coaches.  They have the final say for all managers and coaches.

Each team will have a manager and a coach of his/her choice.  If the manager wishes to have another coach, he/she must also be approved by the Board.  Exception:  If any paid Association member disagrees with the Board's choice of a manager or coach, and can show just cause, he/she may ask the Association in an open meeting, for a vote to dismiss the individual manager or coach he/she disagrees with.  The Board will then vote on the request to keep or select another person to fill this position.
Each team may only have two (2) protected players from the draft.  These can be the manager's child and a coach's child.  Exception:  If the manager and/or coach have more than one child playing in that division, then all players are protected thus losing the first and/or third draft picks in the first round for that age group.

Brothers/sisters will be assigned to the same team, unless the parents/guardian request otherwise in writing.
Each player will participate in the draft procedures unless outlined in Rule #9.  If a child cannot play for a particular coach or team, the parents must contact that particular coach personally before the draft.

The Player Agent, Commissioners, and team managers must meet for inspection and replacement needs of team equipment.  This equipment will be purchased by the Player Agent or his/her designee. Each Manager will be responsible for the conduct of their coaches and players.  Managers will be responsible for equipment and uniforms.  Managers will also be responsible for assisting the league in obtaining sponsors/donors for monies to purchase team uniforms.

All managers and coaches will be responsible for their share of the field upkeep.  Home team Managers and Coaches of early scheduled games will be responsible for placing the bases on the field and preparing the field.  Home team Managers and Coaches who fail to have the fields prepared 15 minutes prior to game time will forfeit their home team advantage.  Managers and Coaches of the late scheduled games are responsible for removing bases from the fields. COACHES MUST WORK ONE TIME ON FIELDS OR FORFEIT THEIR 1ST GAME.

The Board of the Hudson Diamond Sports will act as the protest committee.  If one or more are managers and/or coaches in the division involving the protest, they must abstain.

Player draft is held by the commissioners.  The player draft system of each division will be under the round robin system.  Managers will draw for the selection order by drawing a number from a hat.  The #1 will draft first in the first round and the last pick will draft first in the second round and so on.  All players will be drafted on a team until all teams have the same number of players.  If there are any remaining players, their names will be placed in a hat and all teams will draw.
A manager or coach cannot serve as a commissioner for his/her division.
After the player draft, no child will be allowed to sign up unless he/she is moving into the Hudson School District.  The Board will then decide on team placement.
Exception: A player may be added to replace players on your roster with Board approval.
A player can move to the next age group only one year of age early.
Game time limits will be 1 hour for tee-ball, 1 hour and 30 minutes for 7-8, 9-10,11-12 and 13-14 year olds.  There is 1:15 time limit for T-ball if only one game.
Rain out games will be played on the following Saturday unless Commissioner schedules it otherwise.  Times will be set by the Commissioner in accordance with managers and umpires.

The Association will furnish trophies for first place team players, managers, and coaches of each division, participation awards for the remaining teams and trophies for All-Star players.
Selection of All-Star players should be made by the managers under the direction of the division commissioners.  First place manager will have the option of coaching the All-Star team.  He/she will have the choice of coaches selected from the remaining managers and coaches.  Managers and coaches are required to schedule and participate in all practices and games.
Each All-star Division Champion team will receive equal amounts of funds not to exceed $500 per team. State Champion teams will be allotted funds based on board decision at the time. This applies to both Softball & Baseball. Revised 2008
ARTICLE XIII – DISSOLUTION

In the event of dissolution of the Hudson Baseball Association, assets remaining after paying all liabilities will go to the program designated by the present association.
ART1CLE XIV - PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY
The "Robert's Rules of Order" will govern the proceedings of all meetings except when they conflict with the By-Laws.
ARTICLE XV
These By-Laws will supersede any other By-Laws heretofore adopted by the Hudson Diamond Sports:
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